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Carbide India, Ltd., in 

1969. By the early 1980’s 

the plant had ceased 

production, but large 

quantities of dangerous 

chemicals remained on site. 

On the night of December 

2, 1984, a chemical tank 

exploded, spewing a 

deadly, ground-hugging 

cloud of toxic chemicals 
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In 2012, thanks to donors from Wisconsin, 
Chingari Trust began a nutrition program to 
provide a complete meal to every student, 
every day at school. 
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over much of Bhopal. An estimated 8,000 

people died that night—no one will ever know 

When	  the	  lunch	  bell	  chimes,	  the	  children	  line	  up	  
to	  wash	  their	  hands	  in	  the	  outer	  area	  of	  Chingari.	  
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The pesticide plant in Bhopal, now owned 

by Dow Chemical, was built by Union 

The establishment of the Chingari Nutrition 
Program was spearheaded by Physicians for 
Social Responsibility (PSR) Wisconsin 
Steering Committee member Dr. Ann 
Behrmann, a Madison pediatrician, while 
working with  Dr. Lalita du Perron, Associate 
Director of the UW-Madison Center for South 
Asia, and field term students summers of 
2011-2 in Bhopal.  
As a legal non-profit entity, PSR supports this 
work by providing a path for getting tax-
exempt support funds to Chingari. Managed 
separately from PSR’s operational and project 
costs, these funds are transferred directly to 
Chingari Trust by wire. PSR donates staff time 
and absorbs the processing fees.  
PSR receives reports periodically from 
Chingari, detailing their use of the funds 
received, and these reports must meet Federal 
and State audit standards. 
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exactly how many. Half a million people 

were exposed to the gas and 25,000 have 
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died to date as a result of their 

exposure.   

Today, the Bhopal community 

continues to suffer health 

impacts from the contaminated 

factory site. Monsoon rains 

wash the toxic chemicals from 

the abandoned plant deep into 

the groundwater serving the 

surrounding communities. The 

affected people of Bhopal were 
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forced to wash, bathe, and drink this toxic 

water until recently. As a result, the 
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community experiences high rates of cancer 

and birth defects, and patients are plagued by 

ailments including blindness, fevers, skin 

diseases, extreme difficulty in breathing, and 

gynecological disorders.   

Dow Chemical Company has repeatedly 

stated publicly that it bears no responsibility 

for the clean-up of the site or the health 

impacts on the surrounding community. 

Chingari	  means	  “spark”	  in	  Urdu.	  
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Chingari Trust provides special education, 
treatment (OT, PT and speech) and 
rehabilitation to children and grandchildren 
of gas victims born with birth defects, 
disabilities or life threatening conditions due 
to the ongoing pollution and contamination 
of their environment.  

3

The Rehabilitation center now has more than 300 students registered. In addition to the ailments they 
are suffering due to the gas disaster, many also are malnourished and stunted in growth, making it 
more difficult for each child to receive the full benefit of treatments offered.  

ZUMBATHON FUNDRAISER 
 

Have fun while raising money to benefit the lives of children 
in India. No Zumba experience necessary, just grab your 

comfortable dancing shoes and join in on the party! 
 
Sunday, Nov. 8th @ 1-3pm - Eagle Heights Community Center  

611 Eagle Heights, Madison, WI 
 

           

 
$10 minimum 

donation and a 
Silent auction! 



 

In December 2014, Dr Lalita du Perron, whose 

Global Health students had initiated the 

Chingari lunch program after a study trip to 

Bhopal in 2011, pictured here with Rasheeda 

Bee and Champa Devi Sukla, the founders of the 

clinic, visited Chingari to meet with the staff and 

have lunch with the children. 

The Chingari Lunch Program costs about $12,000 

per year to provide a nutritious midday meal for each 

of its students, sometimes the only full meal these 

children have each day. 

In 2013, Megan Dogra, a young student at 
University School in Milwaukee, visited the 
Chingari Rehabilitation Center.  
Deeply moved by her experience, she 
established “Assist Bhopal” 
(www.facebook.com/AssistBhopal) to raise 
awareness and funds. As a legal non-profit 
entity, PSR supports this work by providing 
tax-exempt documentation and receipts to 
donors. 
On the thirtieth anniversary of the Union 
Carbide gas disaster, Ms. Dogra and the 
University School of Milwaukee Global 
Scholars hosted an Assist Bhopal 
fundraising dinner at a Milwaukee Indian 
restaurant, raising more than $10,000 in 
support of the Chingari Nutrition Program. 
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had significant issues with physical or 
cognitive abilities, it became clear that all 
were significantly malnourished—more 
than could be attributed to their underlying 
health challenges. In response, and in 
collaboration with the Chingari founders 
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As part of a 2011 field term UW-Madison 
course, "Interdisciplinary Perspectives on 
Health and Disease: South Asia," full 
physical exams and assessments were done 
for students attending Chingari Trust for 
rehabilitation and education. Although most 
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and staff, a 
nutrition program 
was established to 
ensure all students 
received a healthy 
daily meal. For a 
relatively small 
amount of yearly 
funding, the 
nutrition program 
can markedly 
improve the 
children’s ability to 
achieve better 
health and reach 
full potential in 
learning and life.   
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There are two ways to make a tax-
deductible monetary donation to support 
the Chingari Trust nutrition program:  

ж CHECKS: Send to PSR Wisconsin,  
2712 Marshall Court, Suite 2, 
 Madison, WI 53705.  
(Checks should be payable to PSR 
Wisconsin with CHINGARI TRUST in 
the memo line.)  

ж ONLINE: Visit the  
PSR WI website at 
psr-wisconsin.org. 
Or click this QR code!  
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Donations given online will have a small 
transaction fee deducted for credit card processing. 
(You can avoid this fee by sending a check.)  

Chingari Trust does not accept donations from 
Corporate or business sponsors, nor Corporate 
Foundations. It welcomes funding from individuals 
who work in these corporations and from private or 
family foundations.  Physicians for Social 
Responsibility Wisconsin is a 501(c)3 organization. 
Donations via PSR Wisconsin are tax deductible. 
PSR Wisconsin provides donors no goods or 
services in return for their contributions.  

Pledge $100 per year to become a Chingari Sustainer!  
Our 2015 goal is to secure the future of the program by enrolling 100 Sustainers at 

$100/year. Make an incredible difference for less than $2 per week. 

JOIN US FOR DINNER! 
Our second fundraising dinner 
will be held on the 31st 
anniversary of the disaster. 
 
Where: BOLLYWOOD GRILL, 1038 
N Jackson St, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
When: DECEMBER 3, 2015, 7PM. 
Cost per ticket: $40. Please contact 
megandogra@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 

 


